
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to a new school year!  I 

hope you are ready to greet this new 
year with optimism and enthusiasm.  
Now, more than ever, I caution you to 
keep abreast of what is happening in 
public education because it is happen-
ing to you.  Read your publications and 
take an interest.  Get involved!  You no 
longer have the luxury to be compla-
cent and “let the others do it for me.”  
The benefi ts you enjoy today can be 

FALL FOCUS Tuesday Oct. 23, 2007
Join us at 4:15 PM at the Westwood in Garwood.  Local presidents will receive 

information and forms in late August.  Timely responses will help make this annual event 
the success it has always proven to be.

 For further information concerning the Fall Focus and membership concerns in 
general, contact Anjanette Valiante at Reaprez1a@aol.com or phone 908-352-1394.

UCEA has the offi cial 2007 White House ornament available for 
purchase - $20 each.  The ornament honors Grover Cleveland, the 
only president elected to two non-consecutive terms and the only 
president to marry in the White House.  The historic event is the focus 
of the 2007 ornament.  The central illustration is a tinted reproduction 
of an engraving that originally appeared in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Magazine depicting the bride and groom taking their vows.  The 
gold-plated frame surrounding the engraving showcases design 
elements from the Clevelands’ wedding certifi cate album. The groom’s 
monogram, which anchors a decorative border incorporating orange 
blossoms from Frances Folsom’s wedding gown, is incorporated on 
the front of the ornament, while the bride’s monogram is featured on 
the back.

2007 Offi cial White House Ornaments for Sale

Save the Date
Union County Reception 
at the NJEA Convention 
Th ursday, Nov. 8, 2007  

4 - 6 P.M.
Atlantic City Sheraton 

Crown Ballrooms IV & V

gone tomorrow.  When you are asked 
to attend rallies, be there!  When you 
are asked to contact your legislators, 
DO IT!  The only thing these legislators 
understand is votes.  YOU VOTE!  Let 
them hear from you. 

The UCEA Calendar Directory is 
enclosed.  Keep the Directory and use 
it throughout the year.  It contains im-
portant dates for you, as an educator, 
to know.  The inside and outside back 
covers have important contact informa-
tion that you may need.  Plastic covers 
are available at the UCEA Offi ce.  Stop 
by and pick up a cover for your Calen-
dar.  I look forward to working with you, 
and for you.  If I can be of any assis-
tance to you, call me.  Best wishes for 
a successful school year! 

CONGRATULATIONS
Eleanor Bowser

on your election as NJEA Executive 
Committee Ethnic-Minority at Large 

Representative

CONGRATULATIONS

Anne Marie Abercrombie
on your election as East Region 

Director of  the National Council of 
Urban Education Associations
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Advocate: One who pleads the cause of another, 
a supporter, a defender. 

 September traditionally brings the largest infl ux of new members to local Associations.  While ESP members 
begin employment throughout the school year, Boards tend to hire most teaching staff members for September. 
Welcoming and advocating for new members can be keys to successful, vibrant unions. Surveys of teachers who leave 
their teaching careers after a few years of experience often cite the lack of support from colleagues as a major reason for 
their early departures. Local Associations often cede the role of orienting new staff to administrators and then wonder why 
there are so few volunteers for union activities.
 Support for new staff is prime advocacy on their behalf. Each Association member can assist new staff members 
in gaining a strong foothold in their new careers and new work sites.  New hires who see their successes intertwined w/ 
union activity become union loyalists. It’s not enough to hand a member a membership form and a free pen w/ the union 
logo. Support for members is consistent checking, coaching, and assistance.  It’s anticipating the usual bumps in the road 
known all too well to veteran staff, but invisible to new staff. It’s personal attention to their needs, whether it’s how to load 
the copier or how to conduct a fi re drill. It’s guiding new staff toward proven practices rather than watching them fl ounder 
and leave the profession. 
 Once new staff members have gained confi dence and expertise from strong colleagues who happen also to 
be strong union members, they can see the value of the union. Traditional union advocacy of negotiations and contract 
enforcement remain crucial roles for each Association. Balancing all the facets of advocacy requires able leadership and 
member support. Union County has many strong Association leaders.  In addition, the NJEA UniServ representatives are 
always ready to assist leaders and members and can be reached at the UniServ offi ce in Cranford: 908-709-9440. 

        By Mary Lou, Al, Jack and George @ Region 15 UniServ

UCEA at Summer Arts Festival
The Union County Education Association, along with 

the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, sponsored an eve-
ning of entertainment on Wednesday, August 15, 2007 fea-
turing the Sensational Soul Cruisers.  This was part of the 
Summer Arts Festival 2007 Concert Series which is held in 
Echo Lake Park.

Water bottles were distributed, compliments of UCEA 
and the NJEA Pride in Public Education Program.

The Sensational Soul Cruisers are an 11 man horn 
group that is fronted by four vocalists who have, at one 
time or another, been part of well-known classic R & B and 
smooth soul groups.  The group attracts fans of all ages 
with their combination of Motown classics, four-part har-
monies, horns and a soulful rhythm section.  They are a 
complete rhythm & blues, rock and soul ensemble.

Both young and old had a wonderful time clapping, 
singing along and dancing.  Our thanks to Debbie Bearg 
from Elizabeth and Colette Bapst from Winfi eld for coordi-
nating this effort and the volunteers who attended to assist.
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UCEA WEBSITE!
Visit us at unioncountyea.com.  Our webmaster, Ken 

Betros, has been working hard to create the site.  Now, 
we will need your help to keep it up-to-date.  Please 

send us reports on events and activities that your local 
sponsors.  Let’s show the rest of the counties

 what we are doing here
 in Union County.

Advocates for New Members



To register:  Send $10 check, payable to UCEA, to the UCEA Offi ce, 77 Central Ave., Suite 201, Clark, NJ 07066. 
The check will be returned to you at the conclusion of the workshop.  Some of these workshops may qualify for 

professional development hours.  In order to receive a certifi cate, you must arrive on time and remain till the end. 
Unless stated otherwise, workshops will be at the UCEA Offi ce and run 4 - 6 PM

Make check payable to:  UCEA (Separate check for each trip)  

NAME_______________________________________  DISTRICT(if applicable)_________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________CITY________________ STATE______ZIP___________ 
HOME PHONE____________________WORK PHONE____________________TRIP NAME______________________
EMAIL___________________________________________________________________________________________

#1 Spring Awakening                             $119 per person
Sunday, October 21, 2007               Lv. 3 PM  Ret. 11 PM
Includes:  Bus; orchestra seat

#2 Radio City Christmas Spectacular       $95 per person
Thursday, December 6, 2007    Lv. 3:45 PM   Ret. 11 PM
Includes: Bus; 2nd mezzanine seat; dinner

#3 Victorian Weekend in Cape May featuring
     the Lima Bean Festival & the Garden State               

     Wine Growers Wine Festival
October 5 - 8, 2007

$625 (Single) $455 pp (double), $399 pp (triple), 
$375 pp (quad)

Includes: 3 nights at the oceanfront Atlas Inn
3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, 1 lunch

East Lynne Theater presentation
Around Cape Island Cruise & Dolphin Watch Cruise

Annual Lima Bean Festival
Tour of Cape May’s Designer Show House (optional)

Dinner at Cold Spring Village
Living History Presentation

Tour of the lavishly restored 1879 Physick Estate
Trolley Tour of Cape May’s Historic District

Visit Hereford Inlet Lighthouse & Gardens, Anglesea
Cape May Wine Festival - 18 wineries offer samplings

Cape May Stage presentation
Cape May’s Natural Habitats Tour (on board the coach)

Shopping at “The Walk” in Atlantic City

MULTICULTURAL MANNERS
Tuesday, September 25, 2007 UCEA Offi ce 4 - 6 PM 
This workshop will give you the understanding you need and 
the correct behavior to use in a wide range of cross-cultural 
situations.  Methods to foster respect for diversity will be 
suggested.  

ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
Thursday, October 4, 2007    UCEA Offi ce     4 - 6 PM 
This is an introduction to obtaining the essential skills you need 
to write and create a newsletter.  You will receive expert tips 
and shortcuts for producing attention-grabbing, professional 
newsletters.

SAFE CLASSROOMS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Tuesday, October 9, 2007     UCEA Offi ce     4 - 6 PM 
This workshop examines diversity among students who are 
GLBT and their experiences with harassment, discrimination, 
and subtle and not-so-subtle forms of bias.  Participants 
discuss barriers to creating safe schools, and strategize ways 
for all school personnel to intervene and advocate.

FALL FOCUS
Tuesday, October 23, 2007 Westwood 4:30 - 7:30 PM
Update on the latest issues - Contact your local president for 
registration information.  

TOOLS FOR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES (LPDCs)
Thursday, October 11, 2007        Westwood           4 - 8 PM
Members of Local Professional Development Committees 
gain skills they can use to successfully develop and facilitate 
local professional development plans and mentoring plans. 
Participants will receive an update on the latest developments 
related to the professional development initiative.  Individuals 

who work with the LPDC are also encouraged to attend.

NEW MEMBERS 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007         Westwood           4 - 8 PM
This program will inform new members of their rights 
and benefits as Association members, provide tips for 
observations, parent conferences, and answer questions 
frequently asked by new members.

PENSION
Tueday, October 23,2006            Westwood           7 - 9 PM
You wil learn about the pension system to which you belong 
(TPAF &PERS), how it works and how you can benefi t most 

from it.  An excellent packet of materials will be distributed.

Additional workshops and trips will be 
listed in the next Interloc and on the UCEA 

website at www.unioncountyea.com.

UCEA TRIPS

UCEA Workshops
NJEA Newsletter Program/’07-’08 Participant




